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Club "who started the Geographical Society, and, while still
deeply immersed in the preparation of the work on Eussia,
he had written an elaborate address for that Society, of
which he had been chosen President. In the remainder of
this record of his life, therefore, we shall find him not only
still wielding his hammer, but coming to the front as a most
earnest and influential promoter of geographical enterprise,
identifying himself even personally with the success and
the fate of travellers, and rousing the dormant sympathies
of his countrymen and government into active co-operation
with his own.

During the years immediately preceding the date at
which we are now arrived, much interest had been taken in
this country in the exploration of the Polar regions. The
first impulse to this interest had been given by the British
Association, which at the Newcastle meeting in 1838 had
adopted a series of resolutions strongly urging upon the
Government the propriety of fitting out an expedition to the
high latitudes of the southern hemisphere, for the purpose
primarily of carrying out important observations on the
subject of terrestrial magnetism. In 1839 Sir James Clark
Eoss sailed with the " Erebus " and " Terror," and, after an
absence of four years, returned with a noble harvest of
results in many different branches of science. So brilliant
was his success that it rekindled the old passion for the dis-
covery of the north-west passage, and thus, long before the
charming narrative of his voyage was published, the im-
patient nation had resolved that the " Erebus " and " Terror,"
which had so gallantly escaped all the dangers of the
antarctic ice, should not be allowed to lie idle in port, but
should be once more sent on a mission of Polar discovery.                       c inasmuch as it wellony-
